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Mind the gap (in general, EU data!) 

In

In Striving for a Union of Equality: The Gender Equality 

Strategy 2020-2025

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/gender-equality-strategy-factsheet


At present, less than 30 per cent of 

researchers worldwide are women. 

According to UNESCO data (2014 - 2016), 

only around 30 per cent of all female 

students select STEM-related fields in 

higher education. Globally, female 

students’ enrolment is particularly low in 

ICT (3 per cent), natural science, 

mathematics and statistics (5 per cent) 

and in engineering, manufacturing and 

construction (8 per cent).

Mind the gap (in science, world data!)

In UN International Day of Women and Girls in Science

11 February

http://uis.unesco.org/en/topic/women-science
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002534/253479E.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/observances/women-and-girls-in-science-day


in Science career plans of adolescents: patterns, 

trends and gender divides

Mind the gap (in science, EU data!)

• In 2015 on average 20 out of 100 of 
15-years old students in Europe 
declared to pursuit a science-related 
career in STEM occupations.

• On average in Europe, only 10 out of 
100 females are interested in STEM 
careers while the number of boys 
expecting a similar career is almost 
triple

• Despite the fact that women make up 
more than 50% of EU students and 
earn 45% of EU doctoral degrees, 
women on average only hold 19% of 
senior academic positions.
In some countries and in some disciplines, this 

percentage is even lower.

A 2018 study estimates that it will take 16 years for women 

and men to publish scientific papers in equal numbers. For 

physics, it will take 258.

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/science-career-plans-adolescents-patterns-trends-and-gender-divides
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/04/when-will-the-gender-gap-in-science-disappear/558413/


Mind the gap (in science, EU data!)

From European Institute for Gender Equality 

https://eige.europa.eu/


Mind the gap (in science, EU data!)

From European Institute for Gender Equality 

https://eige.europa.eu/


• Female authors have accounted for 
only one-third of all authors on 
published COVID-19 papers since 
January 2020.

• Men led more than 80 percent of 
national COVID-19 task forces in 87 
countries. 

• Male scientists were quoted four times 
as frequently as female scientists in 
American news stories about the 
pandemic.

• Women’s research hours fell by 9% 
more than did men’s because of 
COVID-19. 

• In spring 2020, the proportion of 
papers with women as first authors 
fell almost 44 percent in medRxiv, 
relative to 2019. 

• Published COVID-19 papers had 19% 
fewer women as first authors 
compared with papers from the same 
journals in the previous year. 

Mind the gap (during the COVID-19 pandemic!)

https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7/e002922
https://gh.bmj.com/content/bmjgh/5/10/e003549.full.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-020-0921-y
https://www.natureindex.com/news-blog/decline-women-scientist-research-publishing-production-coronavirus-pandemic


• As in the real world, the world on 

screen reflects similar biases—the 

2015 Gender Bias Without 

Borders study by the Geena Davis 

Institute showed that of the 

onscreen characters with an 

identifiable STEM job, only 12 per 

cent were women.

• When children are asked to draw a 

scientist, they are now more likely 

to draw women than in the past—

but they become skewed toward 

sketching men as they get older.

• From the 1980s onwards, on 

average, 28 percent of children 

draw female scientists, compared 

to 0.6 percent in the 60/70s original 

study.

Does the world see Women in Science?

in What We Learn From 50 Years 

of Kids Drawing Scientists

https://seejane.org/symposiums-on-gender-in-media/gender-bias-without-borders/
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/03/what-we-learn-from-50-years-of-asking-children-to-draw-scientists/556025/

